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Hi Everyone, 
 

Busy first term, lots happening.  How we have grown!  
Playgroup, Kindergarten, 2 x Reception classes, Khmer 
class, Classes 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6.  A total of 254 students 
pass through our gates five days a week for 44 weeks of 
the year.  We have grown from demand.  We employ 14 
Cambodian staff in various occupations, 3 of them trained 
and qualified Cambodian teachers working at the school. 
Consequently our need of donations and sponsorship has 
grown.  Thank you very much to those who responded to 
our last newsletter, we appreciate your support. 
 

Nurses Graduation 

Saturday, 15
th
 December, saw the culmination of 6 years 

hard work mainly by the students.  Andrew and Janine and 
the students' parents and families congregated at Life 
University in Sihanoukville to share in the nursing students' 
graduation ceremony.  How proud we all were as we knew 
how hard the students had to work, knew the sacrifices they 
had made and understood the loneliness of living away 
from family and friends.  All have employment and our 
objectives have been reached.  Well done Sreyleap, Savry 
and Tann, you have made us and your parents and families 
very proud.  You should be very proud of yourselves too as 
you look back on the last 6 years and your achievements. 
 

A very big thank you to the people who supported us 
financially to enable the nursing students to graduate. 
Some of you were in it for the long haul and we thank you 
and appreciate your support throughout the 6 years. 
 

  
 

  
 
 

    
 

 

 
 

From Sreyleap on Facebook: 
I would like to say thank you very much to my parents and 
you both Janine Judd and Andrew Judd.  If I no have all of 
you I no have this day.  You guys are my power, strength, 
hope, my everything that improves us to get this day.  
Some how I couldn't done well with my studies but you still 
encourage, support and stand by me (the best word that 
you always said to me is you did well Sreyleap).  Thank you 
guys from the bottom of my heart. 
I'm very thankful for all supports us to get this day. 
 

From Savry on Facebook: 
Thank you for everything Kep Gardens. 
 

From Sok Tann on Facebook:  
I'm really thankful Janine and Andrew.  Very, very thank. 
 

Volunteers 
A shorter term than usual due to Pchum Ben but quite a few 
volunteers have stayed and helped for varying lengths of 
time.  As usual, we can't thank them enough for their time 
and contribution to our students' learning.  Not all 
volunteers work with the students: Evelyn spent her time in 
the garden planting seeds and developing our compost 
mixture for sale; Mat spent time out in the fields playing 
football; Lyndsay and Dylan painted a wall with a mural. 
Volunteers are welcome to bring their individual skills to add 
to the mix of variety and experience offered to the students.  
 

       
             Tim                      Cheryl                     Lyndsay 

         
         Dylan                         Evelyn                   Gabrielle 
 
Ally and Mat, I will include your photos next newsletter. 
Please send, I can't find them on the camera.  Sorry.                                                 
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MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL 
 

MAY 2019 BRING YOU HEALTH 
AND HAPPINESS 

 



       
         Agnes                     Agnes                    Christine 

      
        Jaklien                    Leen                        Lieve 
 

The last six Belgium ladies above were a delight to have 
around.  They were interested in everything around them, 
burst into song at the drop of a hat and added fun and 
laughter to everything they did. Thank you Agnes for 
coming back and bringing your friends if only for such a 
short time. 
 

Project Trust 

We would like to introduce you to and welcome Maya and 
Gabi.  They are volunteering at Kep Gardens for one year.  
They come from Project Trust in Scotland.  They, along with 
Chanloun, are the Playgroup teachers; they work in the 
library some afternoons; participate in our Reading and 
Conversation programme; help some special ed students; 
take classes for various topics; maybe start some clubs of 
their own initiative.  Welcome Gabi and Maya, we are sure 
you will enjoy your time with us. 
 

       
           Gabi                              Maya 
 
An article from Gabi and Maya: 
In October Kep Gardens gained two new members of staff, 
Maya and Gabi who have been taking playgroup in the 
mornings. Over the past few months playgroup has taken 
some time to settle in but the children have made great 
progress in adjusting to the school environment. Every 
morning the children sit down to sing their nursery rhymes 
and songs and it is amazing to see their confidence and 
abilities grow.  
Many of the children are now starting to come out of their 
shell as they start to make new friends within the group, 
teaching them to play well together and share.  
Despite some of the children in playgroup being as young 
as one, the class has managed to include some arts and 
crafts into their time and every child has managed to 
contribute to this. For Halloween we put together bunting to 
hang in the library which included decorated pumpkins, bats 
and ghosts. Everyone had a lot of fun putting this together 
and the final piece looked great, giving Kep Gardens a 
‘spooky’ halloween feel.  
To incorporate English into the playgroup we have created 
activities for the children to learn simple colours and animal 

names. In another arts and crafts session we created 
butterflies using coloured paper and paint which got the 
children saying ‘butterfly’ and naming the colours used. We 
also put together a picture hunt around the grounds at Kep 
Gardens where the children had to follow a sheet of 
pictures until they found the item that matched and they 
could tick it off. The items included things such as fish, 
snakes and monkeys and when found we asked the 
children to repeat the name after us. 
The class also enjoys dressing up in costumes and printing 
their hand and foot prints with paint onto paper.  
We look forward to watching the children grow and improve 
through playgroup and excited to see what the next few 
months entail.  
 

Donations 

Donations come in many forms, not just money but time or 
goods.  We would like to thank some Kampot people for 
giving their valuable time to teach Koik and Choun, our 
cooks: Nora, the organizer of the cooking classes, Robert 
and Stefani for some great meals.  Thank you to Stefani for 
boxes of baby and very young children's clothes.  The 
Playgroup parents were grateful for your donation.  Stefani 
and Jean-Louis also donated many long sleeved tee shirts 
they had brought from France.  A great hit with the 
students.  Our boys' Khmer dance troupe are using them as 
their uniform.  A laminator from Joo Lee in Malaysia, don't 
know what we did without it.  Football uniforms from 
Southern Football Club south of Sydney.  Mat and Ally 
volunteered bringing with them many football shirts and 
shorts.  To all these people or organizations, thank you very 
much, we appreciate your support of Kep Gardens. 
 

     
 

    
 

 
Tennis 

Thank you very much to RDC Consultancy for holding 
tennis workshops recently at Kep Gardens. The young 
Singaporian tennis players were great kids, enthusiastic, 
friendly and fun loving.  Most of the younger classes 
participated and thoroughly enjoyed themselves.  Some of 
the students went to Dom Bosco on Saturday morning for 
more fun and games.  Thank you very much for providing 
our students with fun activities. 
 

    
 



                 
 
Welcome Chanloun 

Welcome to a new staff member, Att Chanloun.  Chanloun 
and his brothers and sisters have attended Kep Gardens for 
many years.  The family lives locally in Kampong Tralach 
Village. He passed Year 12 in September and is now 
working at Kep Gardens as an Admin Trainee.     
 

                      
 
Movie Night 
We held a movie night recently showing "Shrek" and "Sister 
Act".  Hard to find movies to keep their interest that aren't 
too violent and not too much talking in English.  If anyone 
has any ideas please let us know. 
 
Parent Workshops 
This year we are going to hold a parent workshop once 
every 2 months on topics that the previous meeting 
expresses an interest in. The first was a very general 
overview of "Being a Parent".  From this we have had 
requests for information on raising younger children, the 
different stages that children go through, living with 
teenagers and discipline.  Thanks to Jill Brodie-Tyrell who 
headed me in the right direction for reliable but simple 
information that I can use to make small booklets, translate 
them into Khmer and hand them out to parents who attend.    
 
End-of-Term Parties 
Hard to believe that first term has been and gone.  Totally 
partied out from four parties on the one day.  One week 
break then up and running as we welcome a World 
Challenge team from New Zealand. 
 

   
 

   
 

 
 
 
Merry Christmas to you all.  Enjoy Christmas Day with 
family and friends.  May 2019 bring health and happiness to 
you and your family. 
 
Cheers, 
Janine and Andrew 
 
Use this link to go direct to Global Development Group to 
ensure a tax deductible receipt for your donation or 
sponsorship. 
 

https://globaldevelopmentgroup.org/au/projects/j674n-kep-

gardens-community-project/ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Don't forget, tax deductible donations can be paid 

through GDG Project J674N. 
 

Proud to partner with Global 

Development Group 

(ABN 57 102 400 9930) for 

project J674N 

https://globaldevelopmentgroup.org/au/projects/j674n-kep-gardens-community-project/
https://globaldevelopmentgroup.org/au/projects/j674n-kep-gardens-community-project/


DAILY LIFE AT KEP GARDENS 
 

         
                                                                                                                  
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


