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Hi Everyone, 
 
The month of August was the last month of the 
school year and quite busy, not only with exams 
but we also had a couple of excursions and had 
to complete the Dental Clinic visit as well. 
 
DENTAL CLINIC 
Once the Mobile Dental Clinic left Kep Gardens, 
we still had a group of mainly early teens whose 
teeth were not in good condition at all. Not sure 
that any of them had ever been to a dentist but 
they certainly made up for it as we hired a wagon 
and went backwards and forwards to the Dental 
Clinic for quite a few weeks until all their problems 
were fixed.   
 
DRAGON RACE 
The French man who organized our Year 12 
career students’ Team Work and Personal 
Achievement Workshop organized a Dragon 
Race in August.  Groups of 4-6 students 
participated in a series of timed activities.  There 
were 13 activities in all and each group had a 
morning where they could practice and then be 
timed.  Our teams spent the morning together but 
we didn’t see any of the other teams, we 
competed against ourselves.  Many thanks to the 
BeMore volunteers, Heleen and Marleen, who 
sponsored 2 teams from Kep Gardens.  Our 
students had a great morning, enjoying all the 
different activities.  As most children, they are 
very competitive and get excited cheering on their  
team. 

     

 
 

 
 

 
 
WE HAVE REACHED THE HALF WAY MARK 
FOR FUNDS NEEDED FOR THE CAREER 
STUDENTS’ FIRST YEAR OF UNIVERSITY. 

 



EXAM TIME 
The last week of August was exam time.  As I 
have said before, the younger class really 
shouldn’t have exams but “it’s not a proper school 
unless you have exams” so exams it is.  But from 
the youngest class came two stories which 
highlight just what exams and achievement mean 
to the students and their families.   
 
A 10 year old girl had been involved in a moto 
accident on Friday and had been in hospital in 
Takeo, a neighbouring Province.  On the 
Wednesday morning (4 days later) she arrived on 
the back of a moto for her exam.  Her face, arms 
and legs were missing most of her skin and she 
couldn’t walk without assistance.   We got her as 
comfortable as we could and after the exam 3 of 
us had to lift her onto the back of the moto to go 
home.  I was speechless. 
 
A staff member’s young 9 year old son had done 
well in his exam, got high marks and came 3rd in 
the class.  On the following Sunday his family had 
a party in his honour to celebrate his success.  
Neither of the parents can read or write Khmer, 
no one in the family had ever done well at school, 
if they had attended school at all, so this was an 
amazing event and something worthy of 
celebrating and a show of encouragement to the 
boy. 
 
Both of these stories brought home to me how 
important education is to the Cambodian people, 
regardless of age.  I understood the importance 
for the older students but always thought the 
smaller children came for something different to 
do, have fun etc and they would get serious as 
they became older.  Not so. 
  
 END-OF-YEAR EXCURSION 

  
For our end-of-year excursion this year we all 
piled into 3 wagons and set off for Kampot over a 
road that was almost impassable but we finally 

reached Epic Arts after travelling 1½ hours to 
cover 25 kms.  Epic Arts is an NGO offering 
programmes for disabled children and adults in 
Kampot.  They have a coffee shop/light meals 
venue in Kampot and also a performing centre.  
We went to the performing centre where our 
students spent time with disabled adults, playing 
various games, learning some sign language, lots 
of laughter and at the end watching two 
performances.  One of the performances was 
about road safety.  No speaking, all mime and 
actions but a very powerful message came 
across.  I have heard they have some funding to 
tour the country next year with their 
performances.  It’s sure to be successful as they 
were really good.  We are hoping that Epic Arts 
will come and visit Kep Gardens and we will 
reciprocate with the students organizing some 
games and activities that they can join in 
together. 
   

 
 
The whole idea is to foster tolerance for people 
who are different, people who have disabilities 
and to realize that they can still do things, it’s not 
the end of life, in fact it opens up new career 
possibilities.  Thanks to Alice Springs for starting 
a recycling programme like South Australia has 
had for years.  Because of this, many, many 
thanks to Janet Pierce, Marc Gooch and friends 
who are collecting cans and donating the 
proceeds to Kep Gardens.  Their first donation 
sponsored our visit to Epic Arts.  Drink up you 
guys, keep those empty cans coming!!! 
 
PCHUM BEN 
The first week in October was Pchum Ben, a 
Buddhist religious time in Cambodia.  Our village 
divides into sections and each section is allocated 
a date for when we attend the local pagoda and 
the big pagoda on the main road to take food to 
feed the monks.  We attended on our days and 
caught up with the old people in the community.   
Big social occasions and I must admit we’d enjoy 



them more if we could speak the language 
properly and have a good gossip with the people 
we meet up with.   
 
VOLUNTEERS 

          
             Inge                                 Lotte 

          
           Karen                              Sharon 
We are so lucky to have met some very nice 
people from all over the world coming to stay and 
volunteer at Kep Gardens.  They work very hard 
while they are here.  Never know what to say 
when they leave as “thank you” does not seem 
enough.  Good to keep in touch with many of 
them too. 
 

 
students, someone for us to sound out ideas on, 
helped new volunteers, can’t sing her praises 
high enough for her organizational skills.  She will 
be greatly missed by us, staff and students. 
 
SEPTEMBER CLOSURE 
September we were closed.  I went to Phnom 
Penh and spent a few days at the dentist.  No 
more toothaches – great.  A friend from Alice 
Springs visited for a couple of days.  Had a great 
time chatting and she treated me to a night in 
Kampot at an upmarket guest house.  Bliss!!  The 
remainder of the month was spent preparing for 
the new school year, taking enrolments, spring 
cleaning all the rooms, generally pottering around 
and enjoying a routine free existence.  Meanwhile 
Andrew and his merry men continued working.  
 
PIG AND TUK TUK ACCIDENTS 
Andrew and Choun, the motodop, had an 
accident on the village road when a pig ran out in 
front of the moto.  They fell off but were not 

seriously hurt mainly because they weren’t going 
very fast.  The question of compensation for the 
pig did come up but when they couldn’t produce 
the body because it was already in the pot 
negotiations stalled. 
 
There is major road development happening.  
Along the road to Kep they are widening it, 
digging up the trees and replanting them further 
back.  One very old tree that everyone called the 
“praying tree” fell on our tuk tuk one day.  The 
workmen had loosened the soil around the roots 
but let the traffic go past as they said it needed a 
lot more digging yet.  Famous last words!!  As 
Sopheak drove towards it, it was slowly falling 
down.  He headed across the road but it was so 
big that it still landed on the tuk tuk, destroying 
the back seat.  Sopheak was very shaken up and 
thank goodness no-one was in the tuk tuk itself.  
Not sure what sort of message the “praying tree” 
was giving!       
 

 
 
CAREER STUDENTS 
Baraing, the engineering student, passed his 
entrance exam and began his 5 years of study on 
8th October.  During the break he took some 
English classes and is now learning French 
technical words for 2 months as the lectures are 
in English and French.  Not easy for the students 
but we sms most Sundays and he is happy living 
in Phnom Penh and enjoying his studies.  
 
The nursing students are still studying chemistry, 
maths and biology at Kep Gardens 6 days a 
week.  The date has not yet been given for their 
entrance exam but Life University is expecting to 
hear any day.  
 
We have reached the half way mark for funds 
needed to pay for their first year University 
fees, $4,000 is still needed.  Thank you very 
much to those who have supported the 

Rebecca lived at Kep 
Gardens for 5 months and 
during that time definitely 
became part of the family.  
She did so many things to 
help, was great with the  



students this year and we hope others will 
join the group. 
 

 
 
TRADES TRAINING GROUP 
Hi to you all, 
Since our previous report we have moved along 
quite nicely and our initial small group of four has 
expanded to ten.  We are currently constructing 2 
small houses on separate sites so we had to 
expand and add some additional skills in order to 
cope.  It will be some considerable time before we 
are in a position to declare that we are capable in 
a western sense but we have all learnt a lot over 
the past 6 months.  Whilst we have dug a few 
holes that need backfilling I am more than 
confident that the next 12 months will see us clear 
and we all know I have dug myself out a few 
times before. 
 
Despite my every effort to avoid using a computer 
I have finally conceded and this has helped a lot, 
thanks Janine. 
 
All the guys have improved well and my Khmer 
and their English has also.  It’s bloody difficult to 
explain what you want and expect if no one has 
any idea what you are talking about.  The norm is 
for a Cambodian to answer yes if the answer is 
really no or they have no idea what you are 
saying so I work now on the principal that I do not 
ask a question unless I already know the answer. 
Sounds really dumb but it works. 
 
Another gem I have learnt is something I 
remembered from years ago.  If I had a problem I 
would write a list of options to solve it and always 
write “Do nothing“ first.  I wrote it because it was 
an option but never opted to use it as I could 
never see how it could be successful.  I still feel 
the same but for some reason here if you ignore 
the problem it can simply go away.  Something to 
do with the Gods I think! 
 
I introduced a laser level to the guys about a 
month or so ago to replace the plastic tube and 

water device that their ancestors used.  We set 
up four posts and used the laser to set the 
heights.  Everyone nodded and said good, good 
but at lunch time they went and got the plastic 
tube and water to check.  I pretended I wasn’t 
looking.  Then I made a big mistake and told them 
what it cost.  Well, that fixed it and there is no way 
now they will touch it.  Time will be needed to sort 
this one. 
 
We tiled a bathroom the other day.  The walls 
were 150 mm out of square, the job looks ok in 
the centre though.  In Kampot tomorrow for a 
sewer job, a good story for next time.  Hope you 
like the pictures.  Take care.  
 Andrew  
(Skout) my nickname, means crazy, who me?  
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 
KHMER READING AND WRITING 
During the course of our Reading Programme we 
have discovered that some children still cannot 
read and write Khmer.  We have employed a 
Khmer teacher every afternoon to hold classes 
with 9 students from grades 4 to 6.  We suspect 
that 5 of them will be fairly short term, just need 
extra attention to get going but I worry that 4 of 
them may have learning difficulties and we have 
not been able to find a Khmer teacher trained 
specifically to help this type of student.  See how 
it goes over time. 
 
THANK YOUS 
A big thank you to Robyn and Jo from the 
Yankalilla Area School/Community Library for 
providing us with a computerized library system.  
Gone is the problem of staffing the library 
depending on language spoken as once we set 
up the system a swipe of the wand is all that is 
needed to keep track of books going in and out.  
My aim is to have the small school library we use 
at the moment recorded on the computer and 
being used electronically by the end of term.  
Then next year (Term 2) we move onto the 
recording of the many, many books in the storage 
boxes.  Huge job, so slowly but surely.  Of 
course, my biggest challenge is working out how 
to set it up in the computer and then use it!!!!!!! 
 
Earlier this year we received DVD’s made for 
learning and improving English.  Huge thanks to 
Irena Davis and Jill Kaufmann for sending us the 
resources that Heather had developed through 
her business.  I am working on the best way to 
utilize these resources for the greater number of 
students.  The DVD’s have certainly gone to a 
good home and will be an invaluable teaching 
resource.     
 
FARM NEWS 
We have very few chickens and geese left now as 
most have been stolen but the few we do have 
live right next door to our house so we can keep 
them safe.  Very soon major renovations will be 

done to the chicken house and no-one will be 
able to get to them at night.  In the meantime we 
are woken at the crack of dawn with the rooster. 
The goose, one gosling and the baby chickens 
wake up very early too and chat loudly together.  
No sleep-ins even on weekends! 
 

 
She has 5 hidden underneath keeping warm. 

   

     
This goose is so protective of the gosling.  I can 
understand as they are the only ones left from a 
large number.  I’d be a neurotic mess too in the 

circumstances. 
 

We also have another litter of kittens.  Not sure 
how many as they are hidden away.  Have caught 
a glimpse of them but the box they were in is now 
missing, not the kittens I hope! 
 
We have given up trying to grow vegetables in the 
ground.  There are so many things in the soil that 
eat the roots of the veggies we would have to 
nuke the soil and then we would kill all the good 
stuff too.  So we have built 3 raised garden beds.  



We have brought in some river soil and cartloads 
of cow dung.  We are in the process of mixing the 
soil, cow dung and compost and will fill the 
garden beds and plant some veggies, starting 
with tomatoes and see how we go.  If successful, 
we will build many more raised garden beds and 
see if we can finally feed ourselves.  We have 
also planted lots of neem trees which are 
supposed to keep the insects away from the 
plants so they don’t get eaten above ground.  We 
are also going to build some shade pergolas and 
cover them with morning glory or passion fruit or 
jasmine, something that helps protect them from 
the full sun and the full force of torrential rain.  
 

 
 
After nearly 7 years, our coconut trees have 
finally started to produce fruit, or at least one has.  
Quite exciting really, I was actually starting to 
think they were just palm trees, not coconut trees. 
 

 
 
Both of us have been sick lately – change of 
season everyone says.  I was in hospital for a 
nearly a week with pneumonia and Andrew had a 
conjunctivitis, diarrhea, cold virus going around.  I 
am fighting fit again but Andrew still not 100%.  
We intend to take a week over the Christmas 
break to recuperate and have a break away. 
 

We might not be in touch again before Christmas 
so we wish you all a Merry Christmas with your 
family and friends and all the best for health and 
happiness during 2014. 
 
Cheers, 
Janine and Andrew 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Don’t forget the Career Students 

if you are thinking of a 

Christmas charitable donation. 


